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Kika de la Garza
92-296
WASHINGTON, D. C. As a member of the Merchant Marine and Fisheries
Committee and its Subcommittee on Oceanography, I have found that special opportunities
are open for me to work for the interests of our area. Legislation affecting the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, a division of the U. S. Department of Commerce,
comes under the jurisdiction of our Committee.
The four basic missions of NOAA are: (1) the exploration, conservation,
development and management of the resources of the sea, including,the agency's diverse
roles in coastal zone matters; (2) the development, operation and maintenance of a
national system for the observation and prediction of the state of the atmosphere, the
oceans and the solid earth; (3) assessing the consequences and possibilities of environ-
mental modification, which includes arresting the deterioration of the environment caused
by pollution and attempts to modify environmental events for man's benefit; and (4) the
fostering and development of the necessary scientific and technological capabilities the
nation must have to achieve these objectives.
This overall effort brings together the work of the National Ocean
Survey, National clarine Fisheries Service, Environmental Research Laboratories, Sea
Grant Program and Environmental Data Service.
As an example of what is planned, the Fisheries Service will undergo key
changes to provide improved national level program management and a more centrally
directed program in the Fisheries Laboratories. A Fisheries Research Center will take
over from the now independently directed laboratories.
0\ * 0\
liARINE RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT According to Dr. Robert H. White, NOAA
Administrator, the agency plans programs in marine resource development and management
which will be very helpful to South Texas. He told our Committee that these programs
will be directed toward the follOWing objectives:
Expansion of the Sea Grant Program to prOVide a basis for development
and management of coastal regions and their resources;
Acceleration of coastal boundary surveys in cooperation with state
governments to provide the framework for management of'coastal regions;
Improvement by automation of nautical chart production from field
collection to chart distribution in order to meet mounting demands for maps and charts
by industry, the public, and government agencies;
Development of a program for the study of fish contamination to help
protect the public in the quality of seafood;
Expansion and coordination nationally of the assessment and prediction of
the abundance and distribution of major stocks of marine resources, both for recreational
and commercial purposes;
Enhancement of fisheries enforcement and surveillance, nationally and
internationally;
Cooperative programs, in partn.rship with st4te governments, to attack
institutional problems affecting the development at industry dnd the conservation of fishery
resources;
Development of a major game fish program utilizing newly constructed
facilities, especially along the Gulf and East Coasts. (And I would add more especially
along the Gulf Coast).
'it 'it 'it
AND SOkErHIUC ~SE The NOAA Administration added another point of
enormous importance to South Texans. He said t~e agency's efforts in environmental
modification would be focused, among other efforts, on "developing and undertaking the
means for reducing the impacts of weather haaards upon life and property, particularly
from hurricanes."
Nobody in South Texas is goibg to take issue with him on that effort.
'it * *
IRJRRICANE WARNING INFORHATION A new project of much interest to South
Texans is under way by the National Weather Service. I have learned from the director of
the service that a start has been made on the preparation of a series of storm evacuation
maps for coastal areas subject to inundation during hurricanes. These special purpose
maps are designed for use of the I~eather ServiClein its hurricane warning services, and for
other agencies responsible for the evacuation of hurricane-threatened areas. The maps
are being prepared by the National Ocean Survey from U. S. Geological Survey quadrangle
maps, supplemented by aerial photography and on-the-spot surveys.
The maps readily identify areas which may be inundated by storm surges.
Public safety officials responsible for the evacuation of threatened areas can correlate
this information with the population and availability of escape routes, and plan effective
evacuation procedures. I~en the maps are televised or posted in conspicuous places, the
general public should better understand the need for evacuation and be able to plan more
effectively in getting out of the area.
The first of these maps (for the Slidell, La., area) was recently printed
and was enthusiastically received by the Office of Civil Defense, American Red Cross, and
civic leaders responsible for planning the evacuation of coastal areas. I am told that
storm evacuation maps for South Texas will be available late next year or early in 1973.
No changes have been made, and none are anticipated,in the types or
sources of hurricane warning information for the Gulf Coast. Advisories and bulletins
for the coast will continue to be issued by the Hurricane Warning Office at New Orleans,
working in conjunction with the National Hurricane Center at lIiam!. Appropriate state-
ments based on all available data and tailored for our area will continue to be issued by
the Weather Service Office at Brownsville.
And we hope and pray that hurricanes will stay away from our doors!
* * *
MY PEACH TREE Several years ago I planted a peach tree in the
back yard and for all these years I have taken care of it like a baby, but no peaches.
I now find that it needs a mate for crosspollination. The problem is
that I do not know if mine is male or female. Any suggestions!!!!
* * 'it
of Harlingen.
VISITORS Visiting my office this week was Hr. Patrick H. Groce
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